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81st Annual Meeting - Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee- March 17-19, 2026 Dubuque, IA

Pre Meetings

Coordinator

Location

11:00-5:00

Mussel Coordination Team

Dan Kelner

Mississippi A/B

2:30-4:30

OREIT Field Trip- Wanderwood Gardens

Karen Osterkamp

Wanderwood Gardens

(provided)- *Be at Museum before 7pm to receive a meal*

Bridge to avoid any trains

Tuesday, March 17, 2026 Technical Section Meetings Coordinator Location
8:30-12:30 Registration Lobby
9:00-12:00 OREIT Tech Section Brenda Kelly Mississippi C
9:00-12:00 Mussel Tech Section Annie Hentschke Mississippi A/B
12:00-1:30 Lunch on Own
1:30-5:00 Fish Tech Ryan Hupfeld Mississippi A/B
1:30-5:00 Water Quality Tech Molly Sobotka Mississippi C
1:30-5:00 Wildlife Tech Curt Kemmerer Eagle Point Conference Room
. L . Shuttle Provided to Mississippi River Museum-
5:30-10:00 Social at Mississippi River Museum and Dinner @ 6:30PM Travel Dubuque (Lobby)- If grri)ving take W. 3rd St. |Mississippi River Museum

‘ Wednesday, March 18, 2026  General Session Location
7:00-9:00 Breakfast (provided with hotel stay) Back of Old Chicago
7:00-5:00 Registration Lobby

9:00-12:00

WATER QUALITY

Speaker

Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

Pete Hildreth- IA DNR Conservation and Recreation

9:00-9:15 General Remarks and Welcome Division Administrator and Brad Cavanagh, Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Dubuque Mayor
Dr. Larry Weber
9:15-10:00 IOV\{? s Water Resources — A science-based approach to a more |(Director, Iowa. Institute of H.ydratfllc Res?earch— Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
resilient future IIHR — Hydroscience and Engineering; Director,
lowa Flood Center at the University of lowa)
What is a cleaner Mississippi River worth? Using economics, .
community science, and spatial analysis to estimate the value Dr. Bonnie Keeler
10:00-10:30 o ¥ . ! .p ¥ ; L (Director, Water Resources Center, University of |Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
and distribution of changing water quality for Mississippi River .
. Minnesota)
communities
10:30-11:00 BREAK Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Dr. Marty St. Clair
. - e ientist: CHEE
11:00-11:30 Wlde_spreac?l PFAS f:ontamlnatlon of the M|55|55|p|_o| R{ver_ (Research scu?ntlst, CHEEC (Centejr fo_r Health Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
alluvial aquifer: Evidence from groundwater monitoring in lowa |Effects of Environmental Contamination) and IIHR-
Hydroscience and Engineering, University of lowa)
. - . . Dr. Joshua Nygren
11:30-12:00 Watered I?own. The Sur.prlsmg History a.nd Missed . (Associate Professor of History, University of Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Opportunities of Nonpoint Water Pollution Control since 1977 . .
Central Missouri)
12:00-1:30 Lunch (provided) Atrium
12:00-1:30 Executive Board Meeting Eagle Point Conference Room
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1:30-4:30 POLICY ADVOCACY Speaker Miississippi Ballroom A/B/C
1:30-2:00 Advocacy at Local, State, and Federal Levels sarah Green Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
’ ' ¥ ’ ! (Executive Director, lowa Environmental Council) PP
2:00-2:30 Pub.llc P‘ollcy Advocacy, The Role of Elected Officials, and the Ch}uck Isenhart Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Legislative Process (Director- Dubuque Area Land and Water Legacy)
2:30-3:00 BREAK Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Blake Rupe
3.00-3:30 Hubbell EnV|ronmenta| Law. Initiative at lowa Law: Preparing (Progrér.n I?lrector of th.e Hu.bbell Environmental Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
the Next Generation of Environmental Lawyers Law Initiative at the University of lowa College of
Law)
Nicolas Lirio
3:30-4:00 Conservation happens one mind at a time (CEO of Hoksey Native Seeds and Cohost of The Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Prairie Farm Podcast)
Neal Jackson (UMRCC Coordinator, U.S. Fish and
4:00-4:30 The History of UMRCC Advocacy Wildlife Service) and Kirk Hansen (Chair, UMRCC  |Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Executive Board)
6:30-10:00 Banquet/Awards/Silent Auction Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
6:30 - 7:45 - Dinner (provided) Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
7:45 - 8:15 - Awards Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
8:15-9:15 - Silent Auction Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

Thursday, March 19, 2026
7:00-9:00

General Session

Breakfast (provided with hotel stay)

Location
Back of Old Chicago

7:00-9:00

Registration

Lobby

9:00-10:00

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH

Speaker

Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

Jared McGovern

9:00-9:30 Creativity, Caring, Confidence. Happiness, Health, Hope (Director, The Wanderwood Gardens) Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Using Natural Resources Phenomena to connect with lowa Gus Elliott N
9:30-10:00 Mississ Ballroom A/B/C
Schools! (Conservation Education Specialist, lowa DNR) 1SSISSIpPI /8/
10:00-10:30 BREAK Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

10:30-11:30

FISH AND WILDLIFE

Speaker

Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

A Tale of Two Raptors: Disparate Outcomes of Highly

Dr. Rachel Ruden

10:30-10:50 Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
Pathogenic Avian Influenza in lowa (State Wildlife Veterinarian- lowa DNR) PP /8/
. . Mark Cornish
10:50-11:10 E/IEoSnPittJoricrI\( and Dam 22 Fish Passage, Construction, and (Senior Technical Specialist, U.S. Army Corps of Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C
& Engineers)
11:10-11:30 Furbearers and Large Carnivores, Focusing on the Upper Vince Evelsizer Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

Mississippi River Region from the lowa Side

(State Furbearer Biologist, lowa DNR)

11:30-12:00

UMRCC Business Meeting

Mississippi Ballroom A/B/C

12:00

Safe Travel Home - Lunch on Your Own
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